
 

  



  

  
Definition  

“Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality 
art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with 
the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and 
design.  

As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous 

understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect 

and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.” 

National Curriculum 2014  

  
Curriculum Aims  
  

Our aims for Art and Design are that all pupils will:  

• Enjoy working in Art and Design and tackle all activities with confidence and a 
sense of achievement  
  

• Provoke and answer questions about the natural and human worlds, using 
different mediums to interpret.  

  
• Develop understanding and knowledge of other artists  

  
• Develop a range of imaginative skills, both inside and outside the classroom  
  
• Develop ICT skills to facilitate and develop different perspectives and Imagination  
  

Early Years and Foundation Stage  

  

Art and Design is taught in the EYFS as an integral part of one of the seven areas of 
learning (Expressive Arts and Design). Children have free access and explore various forms 
of Art and Design throughout the school day.  

  

Key stage 1  

Pupils should be taught:  

To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  
• To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences 

and imagination  
• To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 

line, shape, form and space  



• About the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links 

to their own work  

  

Key stage 2  

Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of 

materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds 

of art, craft and design. Pupils should be taught:  

• To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and 

revisit ideas  

• To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, 

painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, 

clay] 

• About great artists, architects and designers in history  

  

Entitlement  
  

Inclusion  

At Seaham Trinity Primary School we aim for all the pupils, parents/carers and staff, to 
increase their participation within our school. This is achieved through the development of 
inclusive cultures, policies and practices.  

We take account of disability, race and gender to create a secure and accepting community 
where everyone feels valued.  

Together we provide an enriching and creative learning experience for all pupils. We respond 
to the diversity of need through our commitment to equality; overcoming potential barriers 
to learning and setting suitable personalised targets.  

Success is expected for every pupil. They should reach their full potential, recognising 
personal strengths and celebrating the achievements of themselves and others; both within 
the school and its wider community.  

  

Equal Opportunities  

All of our children are entitled to a continuous and progressive curriculum, which meets their 
individual needs. Care should be taken to give each child the opportunity to learn about the 
global community, regardless of race, religion, language or gender.  
  
   



 
 
Progression, Assessment and Monitoring  
  
Early Years Foundation Stage  
  
In EYFS, guidance from The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile and County Durham 
guidance document for assessment and monitoring of individual children and cohort is used.  
  
The EYFS Profile and Development Matters is set out in age related bands for each area so 
offers clear progression in Expressive Arts and Design band throughout a child’s age and 
stage of development.  
Assessment is through incidental observations, teacher knowledge and assessment, parental 
input and child’s voice. This is recorded in class books, Tapestry Program and Learning 
Journals. It is a statutory requirement that June data is sent to the County which is then 
collated by The Government.  
  
Key Stages 1 and 2  
  
From Year 1 to Year 6 there are progression sheets which incorporate The National 
Curriculum objectives, Durham County Council guidance and detailed progression for each 
year group by Arts advisor Paul Carney. Each teacher in Key Stage 1 and 2 have access to 
their own year groups progression and the year group below and above, in order to inform 
planning and understand which skills may be needed for SEND children or More Able and 
Talented Children.  
  
Currently at Seaham Trinity Primary School we are assessing Painting, Drawing, and are 
moving onto assessing Sculpture as these are the three main areas detailed in The National 
Curriculum.  
  
The assessment grids include descriptors for emerging, developing, secure. Children working 
at greater depth can be assessed using the grid from the year group above. Teachers assess 
children through the skills and processes they have used, completed pieces of art work and 
practise pieces in art sketch books.  
Assessments are completed termly or at the end of a skills based unit of work. This 
assessment information and art sketch books will be handed to the next teacher, the 
following year, to inform planning.  
  
Monitoring is carried out by the Art Coordinator through:-  

• observations of art lessons,  
• scrutiny of  planning, sketch books, art and craft displays, finished art work  
• gathering and analysis of assessment sheets  
• pupil discussions  

   
  
  



Reporting  
  

Information about children’s progress with regard to Art and Design is communicated to 
parents at parents' evenings and in children’s individual annual reports.  
  
  
Resources  

  
Resources are kept in a central art cupboard and specialised equipment is at main reception 
in a cupboard. Teachers are responsible for returning equipment and reporting any resource 
shortfalls or specialist equipment they might need.  
  
Responsibilities  
  
The Art and Design curriculum has been planned using National Curriculum guidance and 
advice from Paul Carney Arts Consultant. Teachers are encouraged to make cross-curricular 
links especially where possible ie literacy, history, science, design technology and geography. 
However, some aspects of Art and Design, which require the teaching and learning of a set 
of specific skills, will need to be taught discretely.  
  

  
Class Teachers are responsible for:-  
  

• Following Long Term School Art and Design Plan  

• Creating and following Medium Term Art and Design planning.  

• Differentiating and adapting lessons to cater for all ability levels, ensuring SEN 
(Special Educational Needs), MAT (More Able and Talented) and EAL (English as an 
Additional Language) are suitably challenged to meet their needs.  

• Incorporating Art and Design, where appropriate, when planning classroom 
activities.  

• Selecting and utilising a range of products, materials and equipment available in 
school for specific skill based creative activities.  

• Encouraging children to select a range of products, materials and equipment for 
more open ended and imaginative activities which are child led.  

• Maintaining own knowledge and skills of Art and Design in accordance with 
educational developments.  

• Ensuring children are responsible, respectful and safe when using specialised art 
equipment.  

   

  

  

  

  



The Art and Design Coordinator is responsible for:-  

  

• Assisting Senior Management with coordinating, developing and implementing the 
school policy for Art and Design.  

• Promoting and overseeing staff INSET activities relating to Art and Design 
development.  

• Developing strategies for the efficient deployment of existing Art and Design 
resources in the school.  

• Consultation with the Head Teacher and staff regarding Art and Design objectives.  

• Keeping up to date with current trends, developments and, local and national events 
relating to Art and Design by attending network meetings.  

• Liaising with County Durham Art Advisors, Seaham High School Art Coordinator 
and other educational establishments on matters relating to Art and Design.  

• Checking stock levels and ordering new equipment and materials.  

• Completing school action plans and evaluations.  

• Updating school policies relating to the teaching of Art and Design.  

• Checking and giving advice on Medium Term Planning  

• Scrutinising Art Sketch Books and giving feedback to staff  

• Observing lessons and giving feedback  

• Team teaching and modelling lessons if required  

  

  

Display  

At Seaham Trinity Primary School we promote the displaying of art and design around 
school. Display influences how pupils feel about their environment, convey standards and 
promote high expectations. Displays are used to celebrate achievement and to support 
teaching and learning. Displays reflect our commitment to providing a high-quality learning 
environment.  

Corridor and Hall displays are changed at least termly. Classroom displays are changed as 
and when appropriate.  

  
Health and Safety  
  
Teachers should model the safe use of tools, equipment and materials in practical activities. 
Specialised tools, e.g. sharp scrapper pens, should be used in small groups with on hand 
assistance.  
   
  
  
  
  



Staff Development  
  
Art and Design is a very broad subject covering a large variety of art forms with a lot of 
specialised skills to teach. Teachers will identify areas of development in and through 
communication between the Art co-ordinator and the Headteacher, relevant courses will be 
located or training brought into/held at school.  
In addition, the Art co-ordinator and/or other staff will be able to support staff members 
with some areas of need.  
   

Home/ Community Links  
  
To foster these links, the school has set up its own website to promote the school, showcase 
the children’s art work and inform the parents of art events in school and the wider 
community. The school posts newsletters on the school website and also, on request, e-mails 
them to parents.  
  
At Seaham Trinity we are proud of the community links we have with: - Shaw Trust  
Enterprise Dawdon, Teikyo University of Japan in Durham, Seaham High School, Creative 
Youth Opportunities (Seaham) and Greenscape Community Garden. We seek to maintain 
these current links whilst striving to create new and exciting community links in the future.  
  
  
Enrichment  

During a child’s time at Seaham Trinity Primary School, we are committed to providing 
artistic enrichment for every child through: -  

• The opportunity to visit an art gallery  
• Completing an art workshop with an artist  
• Participate in a collaborative community art project.  
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